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TASK II REPORT

REVIEW OF THE STATE OF THE ART
OF HOME FIRE SAFETY EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION

Abstract

The state-of-the-art of home fire safety educational material
was reviewed. Major public and private fire safety and pre-
vention sources were contacted to determine the availability
of such material. 115 publications, 42 films and 3 flip-chart .

presentations have been catalogued. Title, topic, description

of type, source and cost are indicated for each item.

Most of the available material is directed to occupants of one
and two family dwellings. These items are partially applicable
to occupants of apartments and mobile homes; however, very

little material is oriented specifically for these occupancies.

1.0 Introduction

Numerous literature, film and other visual and audio-visual
materials have been produced on nearly all topics involving home
fire safety. These materials have been prepared by various
sources and are distributed in different ways. There has been
no known compilation of available material or even of avail-
able sources of home fire safety material. Therefore, one task
in this program to prepare home fire safety manuals was the
review of the state-of-the-art of home fire safety educational
materials. The objective of this task was to review and pre-
pare a bibliography of home fire safety educational materials
available from major public and private sources. This material
included literature, visual material and audio-visual materials.

Each item was identified in the bibliography by title, topics

cuwvered, type of material, source and purchase or reproduction

cost.




2.0 Sources
Major fire safety organizations were contacted to determine
what materials they had available related to home fire safety.

The sources contacted included:

National Fire Protection Association
National Safety Council

U.S. Government Agencies

Private Publishers & Film Distributors
Insurance Organizations

Trade Associations

Fire Safety Equipment Manufacturers
Local Fire Departments

3.0 Literature

3.1 Available home fire safety literature includes pamphlets,
foldouts, and single-page check list or data sheets. The
majority of the items is small pamphlets or foldouts suitable
for handouts or envelope "stuffers." These types of items are
not what would hormally be retained as a reference or guide-
line. Home fire safety information is also included in the

Dept. of Housing and Urban Development Minimum Property Standards
and in the numerous building and fire prevention codes. However,
these are in a form suitable for use by persons in or related to

construction, not by the homeowner or apartment occupant.

3.2 A totalhof 127 pieces of literature are itemized in the
bibliography which is included as Appendix A. The bibliography
includes the title, the topics covered, a description of type
and size of the material, the source and its cost. A reproduc-
tion cost estimate is presented for most items that are out of
print or were only distributed free. The innumerable building

and fire prevention codes were not included in the biblography.

3.3 Almost all of the literature available is oriented toward
occupants of one and two family dwellings. However, many of

the individual topics covered in each item have application in

A
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all residential occupancies. Very little literature is directed
to the fire safety problems unique to persons residing in apart-
ments or mobile homes. The only material which is oriented
toward the builder, developer, housing manager or lending insti-
tution are the HUD Minimum Property Standards and the local

building and fire prevention codes.

3.4 Most items are intended for a general adult audience, although
a number of NFPA publications are directed to young children. The
most common presentation is the adult cartoon mode, although some

'items are written in straight prose.

3.5 Much of the home fire safety recommendations presented in
these materials is informative. However, a significant amount of
outdated or unnecessary advice, inadequate recommendations, and
impractical solutions are included. Some inaccurate and even
dangerous recommendations are presented. The topics commonly

covered in these materials are:

housekeeping
smoking and matches
electricity
flammable liquids
heating systems
cooking

escape plans

Important topics which are essentially completely omitted include:

fire safe furnishings

interior finish

remodeling guidelines

desirable (not minimum) home fire safety features

N

In addition, some topics such as clothing flammability, fire de-

tection, and use of combustible liquids are inadequately covered.




3.6 A number of home fire safety documents have been published
by vendors of products which contain fire safety as well as a
commercial message. However, part of the fire safety message
may be biased because of the product involved. 1In most cases
the reader will identify the possibility of bias, although one
document, which purports to be objective, does conceal the

specific product interest.

4.0 "Films

A total of 41 home fire safety films was identified; they are
itemized in Appendix B. These films have a total viewing time
in excess of nine hours. All of the films are available on a
purchase or rental basis, except those distributed by NFPA,
which are not available for rent. Evaluation of motion pictures
related to home fire safety will be conducted as part of Task IV

of this program.

5.0 Other Materials

In addition to literature and films, two slide preseunt.tions
and three flip-chart speaker kits were identified. These items
are oriented to both adult and juvenile audiences. These five
items are listed in the bibliography which is included as '

Appendix C.




Notes: (1)

(2)

APPENDIX A

Literature -

- Out of print -

- Normally given

Bibliography

estimated reproduction
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